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GENERAL  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  the  District  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 1,614  acres 

Number  of  Parishes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  48 

Rateable  Value  1/4/71  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £1,266,924 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  at  31/3/71  ..  ..  ..  ..  £5,223.49 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  . .  . .  13,157 

Estimated  mid-year  Home  Population  . .  . .  . .  . .  38,600 

Census  Population  1961  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  29,327 


The  district  is  one  of  six  rural  districts  in  the  County  and  is  the  second  largest  in  population  and 
acreage.  It  stretches  some  28  miles  across  the  Southern  end  of  the  County  and  forms  a  common 
boundary  with  parts  of  the  Counties  of  Huntingdon  and  Peterborough,  Bedfordshire,  Hertfordshire, 
Essex  and  Suffolk.  Geologically  the  area  differs  somewhat,  from  the  chalk  hills  to  the  South  and 
East,  to  the  clay  and  lower  greensand  outcrop  in  the  West,  and  in  the  main  it  supports  arable  farming. 

There  is  some  industrial  development  of  a  divergent  nature  and  this  is  increasing.  The  manufac¬ 
ture  of  paper,  leather,  agricultural  equipment,  cement,  synthetic  adhesives,  concrete  castings,  asbestos 
cement  products  and  research  into  metals,  plastics  and  more  recently  agricultural  chemicals,  are  but  a 


few  of  the  industries. 

Birth  Rate  17.2 

(Corrected)  17.2 

Death  Rate  10.2 

(Corrected)  10.3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  23 


(Per  thousand  live  births) 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  1970 


SOUTH  CAMBRIDGESHIRE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

South  Cambridgeshire  Rural  District  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1971,  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  1/1971,  dated  January  1971. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  estimated  mid-year  home  population  rose  by  1,980  to  38,600.  The  birth  rate  was  17.2  and 
the  death  rate  10.2.  The  following  table  lists  the  commoner  causes  of  death  in  the  district. 


Cause  of  Death 

Total  Numbers 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Cancer  (except  lungs  and  bronchus) 
Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Pneumonia 

Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus 

100  25% 

54  12% 

53  12% 

49  11% 

16  4% 

The  infant  mortality  rate  rose  to  23.0  compared  with  15.1  in  1969.  Five  infants  under  four  weeks 
of  age  died  from  congenital  abnormalities,  two  from  birth  injury  and  three  from  prematurity. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Thirty-five  cases  of  sonne  dysentery  came  to  the  notice  of  the  department.  There  were  eight 
family  outbreaks.  In  one  instance  five  members  of  a  household  of  six  were  infected.  Once  again 
this  points  to  the  fact  that  in  the  home,  if  not  in  shops  and  eating  establishments,  the  standard  of 
hygiene  is  not  entirely  satisfactory. 

Towards  the  end  of  1970  a  small  generalised  outbreak  of  sonne  dysentery  occurred  in  the  parish 
of  Meldreth.  Its  spread  was  probably  inhibited  by  the  timely  closure  of  the  primary  and  nursery 
schools  for  the  Christmas  vacation. 

Two  cases  of  shigella  boydii  dysentery  occurred.  This  infection  was  probably  contracted  in 
Spain,  and  reinforces  the  need  for  strict  hygienic  precautions  to  be  taken  at  certain  continental  holiday 
resorts. 

There  is  nothing  very  significant  to  report  regarding  the  other  notifiable  diseases.  1970  was  not 
a  “measles  year”,  so  the  number  of  notifications  was  low.  Only  two  cases  of  food  poisoning  were 
notified  to  the  department. 

Four  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  three  pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary.  There 
are,  at  present,  41  persons  on  the  tuberculosis  register,  and  these  receive  regular  supervision  from  the 
physician  at  the  Chest  Clinic. 


Environmental  Circumstances 

During  1970,  83  dwellings  were  completed  by  the  Council.  Schemes  for  modernisation  of  the 
older  type  of  Council  dwelling  are  in  progress  in  several  parishes. 

Itinerant  caravan  dwellers  were  again  in  evidence  during  the  summer  months  and  the  debris  they 
left  behind  involved  the  department  in  extra  refuse  collection.  The  need  for  recognised  sites  for  these 
caravans  is  obvious,  but  the  problem  remains  as  to  which  parish,  or  even  district  council,  is  willing  to 
provide  the  land. 
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The  standard  of  water  supplied  by  the  Cambridge  Water  Company  and  the  Lea  Valley  Water 
Company  remains  satisfactory.  It  is  possible  that  in  the  near  future  fluoridation  of  the  public  water 
supply  will  be  carried  out.  This  has  not  been  done  previously  because  of  the  cost  of  installing  plant 
at  the  numerous  small  supply  points  in  the  district. 

The  staff  have  continued  to  supervise  the  chlorination  of  the  18  school  swimming  pools  in  the 
district. 

The  parishes  of  Hinxton,  Ickleton,  Tadlow,  Barrington  and  Orwell  were  provided  with  sewage 
facilities.  This  means  that  about  73  %  of  the  population  have  facilities  for  mains  sewage  disposal. 

Mention  was  made  in  last  year’s  Annual  Report  of  the  proposed  changes  in  the  administration 
of  the  National  Health  Service.  At  the  time  of  writing  a  firm  decision  has  been  made  to  reorganise 
the  service  outside  local  govermnent.  The  Consultative  Document  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
is  remarkable  for  its  brevity.  It  leaves  much  unsaid,  for  example,  the  future  administration  of  the 
school  health  service  has  still  be  to  decided;  there  is  no  mention  of  the  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  A  significant  omission,  as  far  as  district  authorities  are  concerned,  is  the  absence  of  elected 
representation  on  Area  and  Regional  Authorities.  This  means,  that  local  consumer  interests  and 
local  geographical  considerations  will  not,  in  all  probability,  be  taken  into  account  when  decisions 
are  made.  Perhaps  the  White  Paper  will  clarify  some  of  the  rather  nebulous  statements  made  in  the 
Consultative  Document. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
kindness  and  support,  to  Mr.  Hoyle  and  the  staff  of  the  department  for  their  help  and  for  the  very 
efficient  manner  in  which  they  carry  out  their  duties. 


JAMES  MURDOCH 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used  for  the  statistical  calculations) 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

326 

318 

644 

Illegitimate 

15 

5 

20 

Totals  . . 

341 

323 

664 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

17.2 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.00) 

•  •  •  • 

. . 

17.2 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

. . 

. . 

16.0 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

5 

8 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  . . 

4 

5 

9 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 

13 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  (England  and  Wales) 

. . 

. . 

13 

DEATHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

111 

165 

392 

Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population 

10.2 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.01) 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

10.3 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales) 

. . 

. . 

11.7 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age). 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

6(4) 

8(6) 

14  (10) 

Legitimate 

l(-) 

-(-) 

!(-) 

Totals  . . 

7(4) 

8(6) 

15  (10) 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  aie  shown  in  brackets.) 

Infant  mortality  rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand  live  births) 

23 

Infant  mortality  rate.  (England  and  Wales) 

.  .  .  • 

«  . 

18 

Neonatal  mortality  rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  four  weeks  per  thousand  live  births) 

15 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate.  (Infant  deaths  under  one  week  per  thousand  live  births) 

14 

Perinatal  mortality  rate.  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

one  week  combined  per 

thousand  live  and  still  births) 

•  •  •  • 

•  4  4  4 

27 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births 

4  4  4  4 

23 

Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  thousand  illegitimate  live  births  . . 

4  4  4  4 

50 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births 

.  •  •  • 

4  4  4  4 

3% 

Maternal  deaths  (deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion) 

4  4  4  4 

Nil 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 

•  •  •  • 

4  4  4  4 

Nil 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

•  •  •  • 

4  4  4  4 

70 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

•  •  •  • 

4  4  4  4 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

. . 

•  •  4  4 

100 

5 


CERTAIN  COMPARATIVE  RATES 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

*  Birth  Rate 

19.9 

16.5 

17.8 

17.9 

20.6 

20.1 

18.9 

18.5 

16.4 

17.6 

17.2 

*  Death  Rate 

11.6 

11.8 

12.2 

12.2 

10.6 

12.1 

10.1 

8.6 

10.7 

10.6 

10.2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

12.3 

28.4 

9.4 

21.9 

7.8 

19.8 

18.8 

10.8 

15.2 

15.1 

23.0 

(7) 

(14) 

(5) 

(12) 

(5) 

(13) 

(12) 

(7) 

(9) 

(10) 

(10) 

*  The  above  rates  are  uncorrected.  The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  number  of  infant  deaths  in 
each  year. 


TABLE  CLASSIFYING  DEATHS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Under  4  weeks 

4  weeks  and  under  1  year 

1  and  under  5 

5  and  under  15 
15  and  under  25 
25  and  under  35 
35  and  under  45 
45  and  under  55 
55  and  under  65 
65  and  under  75 
75  and  over 

Totals  . . 


Male 

Female 

Total 

4 

6 

10 

3 

2 

5 

1 

— 

1 

6 

- 

6 

2 

2 

4 

2 

3 

5 

18 

6 

24 

36 

12 

48 

60 

35 

95 

95 

99 

194 

227 

165 

392 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE  FOR  THE  AREA 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council  under  Section 
1 1 1  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  South  Cambridgeshire  Rural 
District  Council  and  Chesterton  Rural  District  Council  is  combined  with  the  appointment  of  Senior 
Medical  Officer  to  the  County  Council  by  securing  for  the  appointment  of  a  full  time  Medical  Officer 
from  1st  September  1968. 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

Mr.  R.  J.  Hoyle  continued  as  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  during  the  year  and  was  assisted  by 
Mr.  Cocks,  Mr.  Allston  and  Mr.  Burnett.  The  three  Meat  Inspectors,  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Low  and 
and  Mr.  D.  McKee  also  continued  in  the  Council’s  service. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are  made  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Cambridge. 
The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge,  undertake  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  of  water  supplies,  and  all  necessary  examinations  in  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Hospitals 

There  are  no  General  Hospitals  situated  in  the  area.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  sent  to  the  Cambridge  City  Isolation  Hospital.  The  old  Poor  Law  Institution  at  Linton 
is  now  a  residential  home  for  approximately  100  aged  persons. 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASE)  REGULATIONS,  1968 

One  notice  was  issued  during  the  year  under  these  Regulations. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1970 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS,  1970 


Age  in  years 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Infective 

Jaundice 

Under  1  year 

1 

4 

-  - 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

2 

— 

1 

6 

3 

3 

A 

2 

— 

4 

7 

5 

— 

4 

5—9 

8 

1” 

/ 

19 

10 

z 

10—14 

4 

— 

1 

4 

— 

15—24 

1 

— 

2 

4 

2 

25  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

6 

3 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

16 

2 

45 

35 

5 

1969  Totals 

16 

3 

418 

68 

12 

Age  in  years 

Food 

Poisoning 

Under  5 

1 

5—14 

1 

15^14 

— 

45—64 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

Age  unknown 

— 

Total 

2 

1969  Total 

12 

TUBERCULOSIS 

During  the  year  four  respiratory  cases  were  notified  for  the  first  time.  The  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  two  less  than  that  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER,  1970 


Respii 

Male 

•atory 

Female 

Non-Res 

Male 

piratory 

Female 

To 

Male 

tal 

Female 

1 .  Number  of  Cases  on  Register  at  Com¬ 
mencement  of  year 

19 

13 

4 

7 

23 

20 

2.  Number  of  Cases  notified  for  first  time 
during  year  under  Regulations 

1 

2 

1 

— 

2 

2 

3.  Cases  restored  to  Register 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Cases  added  to  Register  otherwise  than 
by  notification  under  Regulations : — 

(a)  Transferred  from  other  Districts. . 

(b)  From  Death  Returns 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5.  Number  of  Cases  removed  from 
Register 

6 

— 

1 

— 

7 

— 

6.  Number  of  Cases  remaining  on  Regi¬ 
ster  at  end  of  year 

14 

16 

4 

7 

18 

23 

7 


AGE  AND  SEX  DISTRIBUTION 

RESPIRATORY  AND  NON-RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  ON  REGISTER  31.12.70 


Age  Group 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Grand 

Resp. 

Non- Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp 

Total 

0—15 

1  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

16—25 

1  — 

4 

1 

5 

1 

6 

26—35 

— 

2 

4 

1 

4 

3 

7 

36^5 

3 

1 

4 

4 

7 

5 

12 

46—55 

3 

1 

2 

1 

5 

2 

7 

56—64 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

5 

65  and  over 

1  — 

2  — 

3 

— 

3 

TOTALS 

14 

4 

16 

7 

30 

11 

41 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 
National  Assistance  {Amendment)  Act,  1951,  Section  1 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  these  Acts. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  50 

Two  burials  were  affected  under  the  provisions  of  this  section. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


R.  J.  HOYLE,  M.R.S.H., 

Public  Health  Dept., 

SOUTH  CAMBRIDGESHIRE  HALL, 
HILLS  ROAD, 

CAMBRIDGE. 

Telephone  51795 


Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections  Recorded  during  the  Year: — 


TOTAL  INSPECTIONS  RECORDED .  5,863 

Complaints  Investigated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  377 

Housing: 

General  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  355 

Re-inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  667 

Infectious  Diseases: 

General  Investigations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Ill 

Water  Supply: 

Inspections  and  Investigations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  39 

Visits  re.  Water  Sampling  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  58 

Milk  and  Dairies: 

Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Stores  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  I 

Milk  Distributors  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Food  and  Drugs  Act: 

Inspection  of  Food  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  61 

Meat  Inspection  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  Slaughterhouses  . .  . .  . .  285 

Slaughterhouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Catering  Establishments  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  83 

Ice-Cream  premises  and  Sales  Vehicles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  35 

Other  Food  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  248 

Public  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  65 

Food  Conveying  Vehicles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Preserved  Food  Premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  31 

Factories  Act: 

Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  79 

Atmospheric  Pollution  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  39 

Noise  Control  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  118 

Caravans  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  241 

Public  Cleansing,  including  Depot  Visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  499 

Drainage  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  523 

Swimming  Pool  Inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  163 

Sewage  Disposal  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  164 

Petroleum  Storage  Regulations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  177 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  148 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Civic  Amenities  Act  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  95 

Miscellaneous  Visits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  709 
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HOUSING 


Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  6 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL 

Houses  rendered  reasonably  fit  after  informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  71 

Proceedings  under  Housing  Act,  1957 : 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Houses  demolished  due  to  formal  action: 

(a)  By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  informal  action  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Local  Authority  owned  houses  demolished  after  being  declared  unfit  by  Medical  Officer 

of  Health  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  (Section  17)  . .  . .  . .  9 

Undertakings  in  respect  of  houses  represented  as  unfit  (Section  16): 

(a)  Undertakings  given  by  owners  to  make  fit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL 

(b)  Undertakings  given  by  owners  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  3 

Buildings  in  respect  of  part  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  (Section  18)  . .  . .  NIL 

Houses  made  fit  and  Closing  Orders,  Demolition  Orders  or  Undertakings  cancelled  . .  8 

New  cases  of  overcrowding  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL 

Overcrowding  cases  abated  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  NIL 

Housing  Progress  during  the  year  ending  31.3.71 : 

Bungalows  erected  by  the  Council  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  44 

Flats  erected  by  the  Council  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Houses  erected  by  the  Council . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  30 

Dwellings  erected  by  private  enterprise  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  310 

Total  number  of  dwellings  erected  by  the  Council  since  1945  .  .  . .  . .  . .  2,770 

The  Council’s  Architect,  Engineer  &  Surveyor  reports  the  following  statistics  in  connexion  with 
improvement  grants  to  private  dwellings  for  the  year  ending  31st  March  1971: — 

Number  of  applications  received  for  Standard  Grant  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  57 

Number  of  applications  approved  for  Standard  Grant  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  55 

Number  of  applications  received  for  Discretionary  Grant  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  47 

Number  of  applications  approved  for  Discretionary  Grant  . .  . .  . .  . .  47 


In  the  housing  sector  of  public  health  work  the  main  emphasis  has  been  to  bring  about  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  dwellings  and  much  advice  and  guidance  has  been  given  by  the  public  health  inspectorate  to 
landlords  and  private  owners.  The  Housing  Act,  1969,  with  its  provisions  for  the  establishment  of  a 
fair  rent  for  controlled  dwellings  is  beginning  to  have  its  effect  and  the  procedure  whereby  owners 
who  have  already  provided  modern  amenities  to  their  dwellings  or,  who  are  currently  doing  so,  may 
apply  for  a  Qualification  Certificate  thus  permitting,  within  limits,  the  scaling  up  of  rents  within  a 
period  of  time. 

By  and  large  there  remain  few  totally  unfit  houses  in  the  rural  district,  but  as  yet  too  many 
without  modern  amenities.  An  incentive  to  the  modernisation  of  dwellings,  apart  from  financial 
grants  and  rent  increases,  is  the  provision  of  public  sewers  and  in  this.  Council  has  made  considerable 
strides.  ^ 

The  Council’s  Architect  has  reported  that  schemes  for  modernising  the  older  type  of  Counci 
dwellings  are  in  progress  in  several  parishes  but  the  availability  of  Contractors  for  this  type  of  work’ 
limits  the  rate  of  progress. 

Twenty  unfit  dwellings  have  been  subject  to  Orders  preventing  their  continued  use  as  dwellings 
and  in  all,  23  unfit  dwellings  have  been  demolished  during  the  year.  Eight  dwellings  previously 
reported  as  unfit  have  been  improved  by  the  owners  and  the  Closing  or  Demolition  Orders  have  been 
cancelled. 

The  public  health  inspectors  have  recorded  1,022  visits  and  inspections  in  connexion  with  the 
repair,  improvement  and  closure  of  dwellings. 


11 


PARTICULARS  OF  POPULATION  AND  NUMBERS  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  IN  THE  RESPECTIVE  PARISHES 


Parish 

Acreage 

Population  Census 

1961 

Number  of  dwellings 
as  at  31/3/71 

Great  Abington 

1,588 

593 

229 

Little  Abington 

1,309 

321 

139 

Abington  Pigotts 

1,237 

137 

51 

Arrington 

1,407 

360 

134 

Babraham 

2,387 

344 

115 

Balsham 

4,550 

712 

460 

Barrington 

2,282 

351 

271 

Bartlow 

422 

68 

32 

Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth 

4,083 

2,653 

871  (185) 

Carlton 

2,415 

138 

59 

Castle  Camps 

3,148 

535 

199 

Shudy  Camps 

2,362 

258 

91 

Great  and  Little  Chishill 

3,737 

379 

157 

Croydon 

2,734 

229 

80 

Duxford 

3,269 

1,398 

539 

Great  Eversden 

1,400 

184 

76 

Little  Eversden 

790 

295 

152 

Eowlmere 

2,335 

591 

227 

Eoxton 

1,752 

643 

305 

Gamlingay 

3,357 

1,622 

817 

Hatley 

2,200 

186 

61 

Heydon 

1,633 

151 

67 

Hildersham 

1,511 

165 

75 

Hinxton 

1,564 

282 

104 

Horseheath 

1,922 

359 

150 

Ickleton 

2,663 

605 

216 

Kingston 

1,907 

151 

72 

Linton 

2,947 

1,982 

982 

Litlington 

2,172 

608 

242 

Little  Gransden 

1,920 

235 

86 

Longstowe 

1,544 

218 

70 

Melboum 

4,480 

1,832 

1,023 

Meldreth 

2,513 

893 

439 

Guilden  Morden 

2,599 

566 

236 

Steeple  Morden 

3,846 

630 

308 

Orwell 

2,083 

619 

270 

Pampisford 

1,607 

295 

137 

Sawston 

1,898 

3,377 

1,931 

Shepreth 

1,318 

530 

201 

Shingay-cum-Wendy 

1,791 

137 

43 

Tadlow 

1,743 

89 

36 

Thriplow 

2,501 

836 

278  (110) 

West  Wickham 

2,931 

333 

129 

West  Wratting 

3,543 

404 

154 

Weston  Colville 

3,235 

348 

150 

Whaddon 

1,515 

413 

158  (58) 

Whittlesford 

1,976 

1,012 

470  (31) 

Wimpole 

2,468 

155 

65 

Figures  in  brackets  are  included  in  the  main  figures  and  represent  R.A.F.  dwellings. 


CARAVANS 

During  the  summer  months  an  influx  into  the  Southern  part  of  the  district  of  some  sixty  itinerant 
caravanners  caused  ill  feeling  due  to  their  generally  untidy  habits  and  fears  were  expressed  as  to  the 
adequacy  of  water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation  to  the  caravans.  Several  groups  of  caravan¬ 
ners  commenced  to  dismantle  worn  out  motor  vehicles  and  the  grassed  public  highway  on  which  they 
parked  resembled  a  scrap  yard  for  much  of  its  length.  Some  caravanners  however  were  seasonal 
workers  who  found  employment  on  local  farms.  In  my  opinion,  where  advantage  is  taken  of  this  type 
of  labour,  the  employing  farmers  could  do  much  to  reduce  discomfort  to  their  neighbours  by  providing 
parking  sites  on  their  land  and  seeing  that  basic  facilities  are  afforded  to  the  caravanners. 
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Municipal  sites  are  required  to  be  provided  for  these  roving  caravanners  by  reason  of  the  Caravan 
Sites  Act,  1968  when  action  may  then  be  taken  against  unauthorised  camping. 

The  control  of  the  eighty-three  licensed  sites  for  residential  caravan  occupation  calls  for  little 
comment.  The  occupation  of  a  small  percentage  of  the  vans  is  temporary  pending  the  construction 
of  permanent  dwellings  on  the  various  sites.  The  licensed  sites  on  register  have  been  reduced  by  six 
and  now  stand  at  eighty-three  with  a  total  of  a  hundred  and  forty-six  vans,  with  78  %  of  the  licenses 
for  one  caravan  and,  apart  from  one  site  of  thirty  vans,  the  remaining  sites  are  for  between  two  and 
four  vans  each.  The  public  health  inspectors  have  recorded  two  hundred  and  forty-one  inspections 
of  sites  and  the  following  summarises  the  general  control  of  this  type  of  dwelling: — 


Number  of  licensed  sites  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  83 

Total  number  of  caravans  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  146 

Number  of  site  licences  renewed  ..  ..  ..  ....  ..  ..  ..  15 

Number  of  new  sites  licensed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Number  of  site  licence  applications  refused  Planning  permission  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  unlicensed  sites  found  (mainly  occupied  by  itinerant  Travellers)  . .  . .  31 

Total  number  of  site  licence  contraventions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  47 

Number  of  families  rehoused  by  the  Council  from  Caravans  within  the  District  . .  . .  6 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

All  parishes  in  the  district  are  supplied  with  mains  water  which  is  largely  derived  from  boreholes 
into  the  chalk  strata.  Supplies  are  chlorinated  at  source  as  a  general  precaution.  Random  water 
samples  taken  from  the  public  supplies  throughout  the  district  have  shown  that  the  water  has  continued 
to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory.  Supplies  to  the  major  areas  of  the  district  are  provided  by  the 
Cambridge  Water  Company  and  to  the  remaining  parishes  by  the  Lea  Valley  Water  Company.  Pre¬ 
vious  samples  taken  to  determine  the  natural  fluoride  residual  in  the  mains  water  showed  it  to  be 
between  0.1  and  0.15  parts  per  million.  This  is  below  the  Ministry’s  recommended  level  at  which 
fluorides  would  prevent  dental  caries. 

The  public  health  department  gave  some  consideration  to  the  Ministry’s  Report  on  possible 
effects  of  a  high  nitrate/nitrogen  level  in  water  supplies,  possibly  arising  from  the  use  of  some  fertilisers 
on  arable  land.  The  levels  in  the  main  supplies  in  the  area  are  however  very  low  and  well  below  the 
level  put  forward  by  the  World  Health  Organisation  as  an  International  Standard  for  drinking  waters. 
One  sample  obtained  from  a  private  supply,  whilst  being  bacteriologically  fit,  gave  a  nitrate/nitrogen 
figure  of  32.5ppm  and  the  Public  Analyst  recommended  that  the  supply  should  not  be  fed  to  newly 
born  infants. 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  obtained  from  private  wells  and  boreholes  were  in  most  cases  at 
dwellings  not  en  route  of  the  water  mains.  Pending  the  provision  of  fit  supplies  by  the  extension  of 
mains  or  the  sinking  of  new  boreholes,  householders  have  been  requested  to  boil  the  supply  when  used 
for  food  preparation  and  such  like. 


RESULTS  OF  WATER  SUPPLY  SAMPLES 


Bacteriologically 

Bacteriologically 

Type  of  Supply 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Public  Piped  supplies 

28 

— 

Private  supplies 

9 

10 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  within  the  rural  district  and  since  the  local  rivers  cannot 
be  accepted  as  suitable  for  this  purpose,  use  is  made  by  many  rural  inhabitants  of  the  municipal  pools 
at  Cambridge,  Saffron  Walden,  Royston  and  Newmarket.  The  latter  two  swimming  pools,  not  being 
covered  in,  are  of  seasonal  use. 
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Eighteen  schools  have  swimming  pools  which,  with  the  exception  of  two,  are  of  prefabricated 
construction  and  have  a  capacity  of  8,000  gallons.  The  public  health  inspectois  frequently  inspect 
these  pools  during  the  four  to  five  months  in  which  they  are  mainly  in  operation  and  check  the  water 
for  pH  and  chlorine  residual  etc.  Chlorination  by  use  of  hypochlorites  is  usually  administered  by 
hand  although  some  have  automatic  chlorinators.  Filtration  by  diatomaceous  earth  or  sand  is 
ousting  the  few  remaining  non-bacterial  bag  type  filters.  A  few  pools  are  heated  by  either  oil  fired 
boilers  or  off-peak  electricity.  The  public  health  inspectors  have  recorded  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  inspections  of  school  pools  and  although  chlorine  residuals  and  pH  levels  vary  due  to  bathing 
loads  and  temperature,  they  are  generally  well  managed.  The  aim  is  the  maintenance  of  “breaking- 
point  chlorination”  at  one  to  two  parts  per  million  with  a  pH  level  of  7.4.  Control  of  the  pool  water 
is  in  most  cases  the  responsibility  of  the  Head  Teacher  but  some  caretakers  carry  out  frequent  checks 
with  a  comparator  and  adjust  the  chlorine  supply  as  necessary.  The  public  health  department  has 
liaised  with  the  County  education  department  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  producing 
an  acceptable  standard  of  purity  for  pool  water  which  will  be  applied  throughout  the  County.  Each 
of  the  inspectors  has  the  necessary  chlorine  and  pH  testing  outfits  and  where  further  investigation  is 
necessary  water  samples  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  Three  such 
samples  have  been  submitted  and  all  were  found  to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory.  Tests  using 
chlorinated  cyanurates  in  lieu  of  liquid  hypochlorite  are  being  undertaken  at  a  pool  used  by  children 
for  therapeutic  purposes. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Twenty-three  parishes  are  sewered  which  represents  approximately  73  %  of  the  total  population 
having  this  facility.  Since  last  year’s  Report  sewerage  schemes  have  been  completed  in  the  parishes 
of  Hinxton,  Ickleton,  Tadlow,  Barrington  and  Orwell  and  works  have  commenced  in  the  parishes  of 
Little  Abington,  Great  Abington  and  Hildersham  together  with  the  extension  to  the  Linton  Sewage 
Works. 

A  Tender  has  been  accepted  for  sewering  Little  Eversden  and  Great  Eversden  and  the  work 
should  soon  be  under  way. 

Ministry  approval  is  being  sought  in  respect  of  a  joint  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for 
Castle  Camps  and  Shudy  Camps. 

Proposals  for  sewering  Horseheath  and  the  adjacent  parish  of  West  Wickham  are  in  an  advanced 
stage  and  Tenders  are  shortly  to  be  invited. 

Sewerage  schemes  for  the  parishes  of  Fowlmere,  Thriplow,  West  Wratting,  Weston  Colville, 
Kingston  and  Whaddon  are  in  various  stages  of  preparation.  The  Sawston  Sewage  Treatment  Works 
require  extending  to  cope  with  an  increasing  population  figure  combined  with  the  additional  load  due 
to  liquor  from  the  proposed  sludge  press.  Plans  for  this  extension  are  in  preparation. 

As  a  possible  pre-requisite  to  the  production  of  an  acceptable  sludge.  Council’s  Architect,  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  has  reported  that  a  series  of  trials  are  at  present  being  undertaken  using  a  polyelectrolyte 
added  to  the  incoming  sewage.  This  synthetic  flocculent  is  designed  to  improve  the  separation  and 
handling  of  finely  divided  solids  in  aqueous  suspension.  The  final  result  of  the  trials  will  be  of  interest. 

The  public  health  inspectorate  has  recorded  a  total  of  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  visits  con¬ 
cerned  with  matters  of  drainage. 

Where  premises  have  been  found  to  be  inadequately  drained  and  a  public  sewer  was  available, 
owners  have  been  urged  to  connect  up  to  their  premises.  In  five  cases  however,  connexions  to  the 
public  sewer  were  only  effected  after  the  service  of  formal  notices  on  the  owners. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  approved  the  proposals  for  the  erection  of  a 
refuse  pulverising  plant  to  be  situated  at  Thriplow  parish  adjacent  the  existing  refuse  disposal  point. 
The  plant  which  is  jointly  sponsored  by  South  Cambridgeshire  R.D.C.,  Chesterton  R.D.C.  and  Royston 
U.D.C.  will  cater  for  the  total  needs  of  South  Cambs.  R.D.C.  and  for  approximately  ten  tons  of  refuse 
per  day  from  each  of  the  other  Authorities.  The  pulveriser  is  of  the  hammer  mill  type  and  the  con¬ 
struction  which  will  be  supervised  by  the  Council’s  Architect,  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  will  be  completed 
by  the  summer  of  1971.  The  plant  will  be  operated  by  this  Council  and  a  charge  made  to  the 
neighbouring  Authorities  based  on  the  cost  per  ton  for  refuse  pulverising  and  disposal. 
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Completion  of  the  plant  will  mean  that  the  refuse  tips  at  Foxton  and  West  Wratting  will  not  be 
used  for  disposal,  such  pulverised  refuse  being  disposed  of  at  Thriplow,  adjacent  the  plant.  Pulver¬ 
ised  refuse  brings  about  a  greater  degree  of  compaction  as  against  the  disposal  of  crude  refuse  and  thus 
saves  tipping  space,  other  advantages  include  the  absence  of  nuisance  by  blowing  papers  and  its  non¬ 
attraction  to  rats  and  insect  pests. 

The  continually  increasing  bulk  of  refuse  caused  further  consideration  being  given  to  vehicles 
capable  of  effecting  increased  compression  ratio  when  loading  refuse  and,  with  this  in  mind  the  Council 
has  placed  on  order  a  further  vehicle  of  modern  design,  at  a  quotation  figure  of  £8,113.  This  vehicle 
will  replace  an  old  non-compression  type  vehicle  and  will  allow  some  increase  in  frequency  of  collection 
in  the  small  section  of  the  rural  district  still  receiving  a  fortnightly  refuse  service. 

Six  refuse  vehicles  are  at  present  in  use,  one  being  for  standby  purposes.  In  October,  the  Public 
Health  Sub-Committee  examined  proposals  put  forward  for  collecting  domestic  refuse  by  the  sack 
method  as  against  that  by  use  of  the  conventional  dustbin.  Some  hundred  aged  persons  dwellings 
have  had  this  facility  for  some  years,  during  which  time  various  types  of  sacks  and  sack  holders  have 
been  tried  out.  In  consequence  the  parish  of  Balsham  was  chosen  to  try  out  a  sack  collection  system 
using  3^  cubic  ft.  capacity  polythene  sacks  as  liners  to  the  existing  dustbins.  The  first  deliveries  of 
sacks  were  made  in  January,  1971  and  in  view  of  the  manner  in  which  the  sacks  made  for  a  quicker  and 
cleaner  collection  service,  the  scheme  may  be  extended. 

Refuse  Collection  and  disposal  figures  for  the  year  ending  31.3.71 : — 


Estimated  number  of  clearances  from  properties 
Number  of  vehicular  loads  of  refuse 
Estimated  tonnage  based  on  check  weighings  . . 
Total  mileage  travelled  by  refuse  vehicles 


407,000 

2,610 

8,550 

63,042 


CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT  1967 

Ninety-five  visits  are  recorded  by  the  inspectors  under  Part  3  of  the  Act  concerning  the  removal 
of  abandoned  motor  vehicles.  Any  private  person  wishing  to  dispose  of  a  worn  out  vehicle  as  refuse 
can  require  a  Local  Authority  to  provide  a  site  for  such  disposal.  On  the  other  hand  the  Council  may 
remove  abandoned  vehicles  from  highways  and  land  and  if  they  can  trace  the  owner,  proceedings 
may  be  instituted  under  the  Act  which  lays  down  penalties.  Power  is  also  vested  in  the  Council  to 
remove  any  “thing”  which  has  been  abandoned  on  any  land  in  the  open  air  or  on  any  land  forming 
part  of  a  highway,  subject  to  certain  safe-guards. 

It  is  also  a  duty  placed  on  the  Local  Authority  to  provide  a  disposal  point  for  persons  wishing  to 
dispose  of  refuse  other  than  trade  refuse,  in  this  particular,  such  refuse  may  be  taken  by  persons  to 


the  Council’s  refuse  tip  at  Thriplow. 

The  following  itemizes  action  taken  in  respect  of  abandoned  vehicles : — 

Number  of  vehicles  removed  by  owner  after  Council  intervention  . .  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  vehicles  removed  by  Council  either  by  direct  labour  or  by  Contractor  . .  13 

Number  of  the  above  vehicles  removed  from: — 

Highways  and  Footpaths  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Council  Land  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Private  Land  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 


CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE 

Towards  the  year’s  end  a  further  suction  tanker  of  1,500  gallons  capacity  was  placed  on  order. 
The  demands  for  the  services  of  the  three  existing  vehicles  shows  no  signs  of  abating  in  spite  of  the 
rate  of  progress  in  sewering  the  villages.  However,  the  new  tanker  will  be  mainly  engaged  on  clearances 
from  housing  site  sewage  works  and  it  will  also  assist  in  de-sludging  the  parish  sewage  treatment 
plants. 

Disposal  of  sewage  sludge  presents  some  difficulty  but  with  the  advent  of  the  proposed  sludge 
press  at  Sawston,  the  situation  should  become  easier.  It  is  hoped  that  the  tankers  may  discharge 
ordinary  cesspool  contents  at  the  Sawston  Works  when  these  have  been  extended,  as  the  current 
disposal  methods  on  refuse  tips  is  far  from  ideal.  Where  possible,  tanker  contents  are  discharged 
onto  arable  land  but  this  is  seasonal  and  depends  also  on  climatic  conditions  and  long  hauls  are  often 
involved.  A  charge  is  made  for  the  Service  of  £1.75  per  first  load  with  subsequent  vehicle  loads. 
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until  the  cesspool  is  emptied,  at  £0.75  each,  and  these  charges  have  not  been  increased  since  the  service 
began  in  1955.  Due  to  the  demands  made  by  private  householders  and  to  commitments  with  respect 
to  Council’s  properties,  little  if  any  work  is  undertaken  for  private  business  premises.  However,  a 
large  private  firm  also  operates  a  similar  service  in  the  area. 

Work  completed  for  the  year  ending  31.3.71 : 


Private  Work 

Council  Work 

Total  Mileage 

Loads 

Loads 

1,279 

2,475 

42,997 

PEST  DESTRUCTION 


Summary  of  the  work  of  rat  destruction  during  the  year  ending  31.12.70: — 


Premises  Visited 

Complaints 

Routine 

Revisits 

Infested 

Non-Infested 

Business  Premises 

1 

15 

8 

9 

7 

Private  Dwellings 

340 

117 

885 

417 

40 

Council  Dwellings 

80 

68 

285 

131 

17 

Sewage  Works 

21 

64 

139 

82 

3 

Refuse  Tips 

— 

18 

162 

12 

6 

Miscellaneous  Locations 

2 

23 

33 

11 

14 

Totals 

444 

305 

1,512 

662 

87 

(480) 

(251) 

(1,525) 

(691) 

(40) 

The  figures  in  brackets  denote  the  previous  year’s  figures. 


The  annual  figures  vary  little  year  by  year  as  do  the  numbers  of  complaints  received,  indicating 
that  in  spite  of  the  introduction  of  new  methods  and  poisons  in  combating  this  pest,  the  rat  is  amazingly 
resilient  in  maintaining  his  numbers.  There  are  exceptions  however  during  “rat  years’’  when  the  rat 
population  shows  a  nationwide  increase. 

The  Council  employs  one  rat  catcher  and  he  carries  out  destruction  measures  at  Council’s  refuse 
tips,  sewage  works  sites  and  on  other  Council  properties.  The  provision  of  a  free  rat  destruction 
service  to  all  households  ensures  that  prompt  measures  of  destruction  are  undertaken. 

The  sewers  in  the  district  are  periodically  test  baited  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  infestation,  if  any. 
Test  baiting  was  carried  out  during  the  year  in  the  sewers  at  Litlington  and  Melbourn  but  both  gave 
negative  results. 

The  rat  catcher  is  kept-up-to-date  on  treatment  methods  and  in  November  attended  a  Ministry’s 
Refresher  Course. 

A  variety  of  rodenticides  are  employed  which  in  the  main  are  of  the  blood  anti-coagulent  type. 
Cyanide  gas  is  used  where  circumstances  permit,  either  by  use  of  a  gas  gun  or  by  spoon  application 
direct  to  the  rat  runs.  The  rat  catcher  has  been  advised  on  precautions  to  be  adopted  when  using  this 
material. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  drew  attention  to  some  relaxation 
in  the  use  of  fluorescetimide — a  poison  requiring  great  care  in  its  use — which  hitherto  has  only  been 
permitted  for  use  in  ships  and  sewers.  At  this  stage  in  time  the  use  of  this  poison  is  not  however 
proposed. 


16 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Work  under  the  requirements  of  the  Clean  Air  Acts  1956  and  1968  relative  to  the  approval  of 
furnace  installations  and  height  of  chimneys,  takes  on  an  added  complexity  where  chimneys  not 
attached  to  furnaces  may  not  be  approved  at  plan  stage  if  such  chimneys  are  of  insufficient  height  to 
prevent  nuisance  arising  from  the  discharge  of  grit,  dust  or  gases,  thus,  certain  flues  and  ventilating 
shafts  come  within  this  category.  Action  has  been  taken  in  one  instance  due  to  the  discharge  of 
chemical  dust  from  a  recently  constructed  flue,  and  additional  works  have  been  carried  out  resulting 
in  some  mitigation  of  nuisance  to  the  nearby  residential  inhabitants  and  works  are  still  continuing. 
A  statutory  nuisance  was  found  to  exist  arising  from  the  discharge  into  the  atmosphere  of  a  chemical/ 
mineral  grit  arising  from  the  operations  of  a  grinding  plant.  An  informal  approach  to  the  Management 
did  not  have  the  desired  affect  and  an  abatement  notice  has  been  issued.  The  open  burning  of  trade 
refuse,  car  bodies,  dumps  of  motor  tyres  and  other  debris  has  resulted  in  the  issue  of  four  informal 
notices  to  cease  such  practices.  Other  complaints  have  arisen  due  to  the  burning  of  garden  refuse  by 
individual  householders  and,  to  a  more  serious  aspect  of  open  burning,  that  of  burning  stubble. 

Satisfactory  discussions  have  been  held  with  a  firm  handling  raw  asbestos,  regarding  the  imple¬ 
mentation  of  the  Asbestos  Regulations  1969  with  particular  reference  to  the  discharge  from  the  factory’s 
exhaust  ventilation  system  and  to  the  disposal  of  waste  asbestos  as,  the  inhalation  of  asbestos  fibres 
is  known  to  admit  of  a  health  hazard. 

There  are  no  smoke  control  areas  in  operation  in  the  rural  district  and  although  the  domestic 
chimney  is  one  of  the  biggest  offenders  of  a  clean  atmosphere,  all  newly  constructed  dwellings  having 
open  grates  must  be  provided  with  an  approved  type  of  grate  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuels. 
With  the  rate  of  house  building  in  the  rural  district,  approximately  four  hundred  per  annum,  together 
with  the  rate  at  which  houses  are  being  modernised  and  thus  provided  with  modern  type  grates,  the 
percentage  of  the  older  and  unmodernised  house  becomes  increasingly  less.  However,  it  is  now  an 
offence  to  sell  other  than  smokeless  fuels  in  a  smoke  control  area  and  the  establishment  of  such  would 
obviate  the  present  practice  of  many  householders  burning  non-smokeless  fuels  for  reasons  of  economy. 
Again  the  efects  of  establishing  smoke  control  areas  is  not  always  apparent  within  the  area  in  question, 
as  some  Local  Authorities  in  the  Country  downwind  of  large  industrial  areas,  are  all  too  well  aware. 

During  the  year  thirty-two  notifications  have  been  received  of  intention  to  install  furnaces  with 
capacities  in  excess  of  55,000  BTU’s  per  hour. 

Five  applications  for  prior  approval  of  large  furnace  installations  were  received  and  approved, 
but  only  after  some  modification  to  the  proposals.  Three  applications  for  approval  of  chimney 
heights  in  large  installations  have  been  agreed  to,  one  of  which  resulted  from  an  informal  refusal  to 
permit  the  installation  of  a  furnace  of  increased  capacity  to  an  existing  brick  chimney. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT 

Visits  and  inspections  by  the  department  for  the  control  of  unwanted  noise  have  increased  and 
number  118  for  the  year.  One  formal  notice  was  issued  under  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960  and 
resulted  in  the  reduction  of  noise  arising  from  a  battery  of  eight  air-cooled  refrigeration  compressor. 
An  informal  approach  to  the  Management  of  a  factory  in  respect  of  a  nuisance  arising  from  noise 
and  vibration  in  an  industrial  plant,  achieved  the  desired  result  by  the  remounting  of  heavy  machinery 
on  anti-vibration  pads  and  the  replacement  of  another  machine — a  metal  guillotine — by  one  of  more 
modern  design.  The  firm  were  also  advised  to  employ  the  services  of  Acoustic  Engineering  Consult¬ 
ants  who  have  now  advised  the  construction  of  a  baffle  wall  to  reduce  general  noise  arising  from  this 
engineering  works. 

Several  cases  of  minor  noise  complaint,  at  least  noise  affecting  more  or  less  individual  house¬ 
holds,  have  been  dealt  with.  These  have  included  noisy  dogs  and  noise  arising  from  the  do-it-yourself 
enthusiast.  Investigation  of  some  noise  nuisances  of  commercial  origin  necessitated  several  sound  level 
surveys  being  undertaken  in  the  small  hours  of  morning  when  everyday  noise  of  traffic  etc.  was  at 
its  lowest  ebb.  It  is  perhaps  in  these  circumstances  when  one  realises  how  individualistic  is  ones 
reaction  to  sound.  No  doubt  the  legislators  had  this  in  mind  when  under  the  Act,  it  requires  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  three  aggrieved  occupiers  of  land  or  premises,  should  they  themselves  take  court  action  against 
an  alleged  offender. 
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RADIOACTIVE  SUBSTANCES  ACT  1960 

Six  jBrms  hold  certificates  of  registration,  issued  by  the  Department  of  the  Environment,  to  keep 
and  use  radioactive  isotopes  subject  to  strict  limitations  by  conditions  attached  to  each  certificate. 
From  time  to  time  these  registrations  are  amended.  A  further  authorisation  permits  the  disposal 
of  specified  amounts  of  radioactive  waste  at  one  of  the  refuse  tips  operated  by  the  Council,  again, 
subject  to  stringent  conditions.  , 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

The  following  premises  and  personnel  come  within  the  aegis  of  the  above  Act  which  sets  standards 
governing  their  safety,  health  and  welfare : — 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  on  Register 
at  Year’s  end 

No.  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices 

24 

231 

Retail  Shops 

89 

263 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  . . 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

3 

47 

public.  Canteens 

23 

119 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

3 

8 

Totals  . . 

142 

668 

Males  295  Females  373 

Two  non-fatal  accidents  occurring  to  employees  have  been  reported  and  the  facts  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  Ministry.  In  all  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  inspections  of  premises  were  made 
and  informal  action  taken  with  reference  to  seventy-four  contraventions  of  the  statutory  requirements. 
Eleven  of  these  referred  to  inadequate  temperatures  of  rooms  where  persons  were  working. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Much  of  the  work  in  this  field  is  of  an  advisory  nature  designed  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection, 
mainly  of  dysentery  and  bacterial  food  poisoning. 

An  outbreak  of  the  former  infection  centred  on  Whittlesford,  necessitated  many  visits  to  shops, 
factory  canteens  and  other  premises  engaged  in  the  retailing  and  preparation  of  food.  Precautionary 
measures  were  put  in  hand  and  close  contacts  of  known  cases,  engaged  in  the  business  of  food  prepara¬ 
tion  and  handling  were  laid  off  work.  Precautions  among  children  at  school  were  stringently  enforced. 

Good  liaison  exists  between  the  Ministry’s  Veterinary  Officers  and  the  public  health  department 
resulting  in  notification  to  the  department  of  known  cases  of  Salmonella  infection — food  poisoning — 
occurring  in  farm  animals.  Persons  tending  such  animals  are  at  risk  and  they  are  advised  accordingly. 
Such  infections  are  more  prevalent  in  calves,  but  poultry  including  pheasant  chicks  have  also  been 
infected.  The  occasional  outbreak  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  amongst  school  children  which  occurs 
from  time  to  time,  requires  investigation  both  at  their  schools  and  at  their  homes  and  close  contact 
with  Head  Teachers  assists  in  dealing  promptly  with  sueh  occurrences  which,  in  a  number  of  outbreaks 
would  not  appear  to  have  been  of  bacterial  origin. 

In  eonnexion  with  the  control  of  food  poisoning  much  use  has  been  made  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  in  the  examination  of  both  faecal  and  food  specimens.  The  public  health  depart¬ 
ment  records  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven  visits  and  inspections  under  this  heading. 


THE  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  AND  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 

The  following  classify  premises  to  which  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Regulations  apply: — 
Wholesale  food  warehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Grocery  and  general  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  96 
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Butchery  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  18 

Bakery  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Sweets  and  confectionery  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Public  Houses  and  hotels  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  _  91 

Cafes  and  restaurants  . .  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

Factories  and  workplace  canteens  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

Fried  and  wet  fish  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

School  meals  kitchens  . .  . .  . .  .  20 

Hospital  and  homes  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Clubs  and  Associations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Poultry  Processing  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 


The  general  standard  of  food  premises  throughout  the  district  is  good  but  systematic  inspection 
is  necessary,  particularly  to  some  premises  to  prevent  a  departure  from  statutory  requirements.  Initial 
inspections  and  re-inspections  to  all  types  of  food  premises  and  mobile  shops  numbered  five  hundred 
and  two.  Fifty-two  premises  required  some  improvement  and  the  Managements  were  advised  by 
written  notice.  Thirteen  such  notices  concerned  the  catering  trade.  One  works  canteen  was  re¬ 
constructed  during  the  year.  The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970  which  come  into  force 
on  the  1st  March,  1971,  will  inter  alia,  embrace  agricultural  units  used  for  the  business  of  storing 
eggs,  fruit  and  vegetables. 

Bakehouses 

Of  the  nine  bakehouses  on  register  all  of  which  are  small,  being  more  or  less  family  businesses, 
two  required  further  inspections  following  failure  to  meet  with  adequate  cleanliness  standards. 

Public  Houses 

Sixty-five  visits  and  inspections  are  recorded.  Several  premises  have  been  modernised  particularly 
in  relation  to  sanitary  accommodation  and  servery  facilities.  Informal  notices  drawing  brewers 
attention  to  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  were  made  with  respect  to  seven  premises. 

Food  Conveying  Vehicles 

Twenty-two  vehicles  have  been  inspected  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery 
Vehicles)  Regulations  1966  of  which  eight  needed  some  attention,  mainly  in  connexion  with  the 
proper  provision  of  hand  washing  facilities. 

Food  Premises  Registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 

Because  of  the  possible  risk  of  contamination  of  certain  foods,  special  registration  of  premises 


is  required,  and  the  following  premises  are  registered : — 

Storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  122 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  sausages,  brawn  and  other  preserved  pickled  and  potted  foods  12 
Fish  Frying  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Bacon  Smoking  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


Milk  Supply 

The  legislative  control  of  milk  production  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food,  whilst  that  of  processing  and  distribution  is  the  concern  of  the  County  Council  and  also 
to  some  extent  that  of  the  District  Council.  There  are  no  pastuerising  plants  within  the  district. 
One  non-producer  dairy  is  registered  and  four  distributors  of  milk. 

Despite  difficulties  by  bottlers  in  obviating  complaints  due  to  dirty  bottles  or  bottles  containing 
foreign  matter,  there  is  no  move  to  extend  the  distribution  of  milk  in  non-returnable  cartons.  In  fact, 
prior  to  the  present  reduction  in  the  amount  of  milk  consumed  at  schools  there  was  a  return  to  the  use  of 
milk  in  bottles  at  several  schools  which  hitherto  had  accepted  deliveries  in  non-returnable  cartons. 
Resulting  from  the  investigation  of  complaints  of  two  dirty  milk  bottles  and  a  further  bottle  containing 
foreign  matter,  two  bottling  firms  were  warned  that  recurrence  would  lead  to  prosecution.  One 
firm  has  since  installed  an  electronic  bottle  scanner  to  supplement  the  visual  inspection  of  bottles 
after  they  have  passed  through  the  washing  plant. 

Sampling  for  the  accessment  of  brucellosis  in  milk  has  not  been  undertaken.  It  is  felt  that  the 
Ministry’s  Brucellosis  Incentive  Scheme  together  with  the  compulsory  Area  Eradication  due  to  start 
in  1971  will  clean  up  the  herds  and  minimise  any  chance  of  infection  to  humans. 
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Ice  Cream 

The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  lays  down  standards  governing  manufacture, 
storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  There  are  however,  no  manufacturers  within  the  rural  district.  Thirty- 
five  inspections  have  been  made  in  connexion  with  the  retail  sale  and  sampling  of  this  product  and 
twelve  samples  were  submitted  to  examination  for  hygienic  assessment  of  which  two  failed  to  reach 
the  proper  standard.  These  failures  were  found  to  be  due  to  inadequate  cleansing  of  retailers  equip¬ 
ment.  Temperature  checks  of  ice  cream  storage  cabinets  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  but  showed 
wide  temperature  variations. 


Food  Inspection 

With  the  exception  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  rejected  in  the  slaughterhouses,  and  which  is 
referred  to  later  in  the  Report,  the  biggest  single  reason  for  causing  food  damage  has  been  the  numerous 
refrigerator  failures  either  due  to  mechanical  defects  or  to  the  interuption  of  power  supplies.  Food 
retailers  and  catering  managements  have  sought  advice  from  the  public  health  inspectorate  in  determin¬ 
ing  action  which  should  be  taken  with  regard  to  food  which  in  some  cases  could  not  necessarily  be 
considered  unfit  but  rather  unmarketable  due  to  defrosting.  In  all,  three  thousand  five  hundred 
articles  of  food  were  discarded  as  unfit  or  unmarketable  with  a  total  weight  of  16  cwts.  The  public 
health  department  arranged  to  collect  and  destroy  such  foods. 

The  public,  quite  rightly,  are  quick  to  complain  of  foods  which  do  not  meet  up  with  accepted 
standards,  such  action  permits  the  department  to  persue  these  matters  with  food  manufacturers, 
distributors  and  retailers.  More  serious  departures  from  such  standards  have  been  the  finding  of 
nylon  bristles  in  packeted  peanuts,  glass  in  canned  peaches,  insects  in  bread  and  in  a  pork  pie,  and  a 
fish  finger  containing  a  worm.  Food  affected  with  mould  growth  has  included  wrapped  bread, 
steak  pies,  pork  pie,  fruit  pie,  canned  beans  and  canned  peas.  A  hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds 
of  frozen  fish  were  also  rejected  as  unfit  due  to  early  signs  of  decomposition.  Each  of  these  occurrences 
were  fully  investigated  and  action  taken  to  prevent  recurrence.  Several  food  manuacturers  and 
vendors  were  given  written  warnings  of  possible  action  under  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  and  Regulations. 


Poultry  Processing  Establishments 

Two  premises  are  on  register  under  the  Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act  1967.  Both  are  small  in  character 
and  slaughtering  is  seasonal. 

A  further  two  premises  have  been  inspected  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  where  poultry 
are  plucked  but  not  eviscerated. 


Meat  Inspection 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  one  of  the  three  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  closed  down.  One 
of  the  remaining  two  premises  is  small  and  caters  for  a  family  business.  The  other  slaughterhouse 
however,  has  a  considerable  throughput  of  animals  and  three  full-time  meat  inspectors  are  employed. 
Staffing  during  holiday  periods  is  difficult. 

Due  to  the  aforementioned  closure  the  total  annual  kill  rose  by  only  3  %  over  the  previous  year’s 
figure.  This  percentage  is  less  than  hitherto. 

The  figures  for  incidence  of  disease  or  abnormality  have  remained  fairly  constant  and  again 
tuberculosis  in  bovines  has  been  absent. 

The  amount  of  meat  and  offals  rejected  as  unfit  was  104  tons.  This  was  disposed  of  in  accordance 
with  the  Meat  (Sterilization)  Regulations  1969. 

From  time  to  time  the  Ministry’s  Veterinary  Investigation  Centre  at  Cambridge  has  carried  out 
bacteriological  and  histological  examinations  of  meat  specimens  which  have  been  submitted  by  the 
inspectors  and  this  service  is  much  appreciated. 

The  Ministry’s  Veterinary  Officer  in  company  with  a  public  health  inspector  has  made  periodic 
inspections  of  the  slaughterhouses. 

Meat  inspection  charges  remain  at  12^p  4p  and  2|p  per  cattle,  pig  and  sheep,  respectively. 
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TOTALS  OF  MEAT  INSPECTED  AND  REJECTED  AS  UNFIT  IN  THE  THREE  PRIVATELY  OWNED 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  1970 


(The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  annual  figures  for  the  year  1969) 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

1,781 

15 

2 

2,419 

177,935 

(2,516) 

(44) 

(60) 

(3,737) 

(172,623) 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS  AND 
CYSTICERCI 

Whole  carcasses  rejected  as  unfit 

3 

— 

1 

6 

205 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  rejected  as 

unfit 

302 

— 

1 

80 

47,598 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

17.1% 

(17.5%) 

— 

100% 

3.5% 

(2.8%) 

26.8% 

(26.5%) 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcasses  rejected  as  unfit 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  rejected  as 

unfit 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5,037 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with 

_ 

2.8% 

tuberculosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(2.0%) 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  rejected  as 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

unfit 

(1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by  refrigeration  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(1) 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  rejected  as  unfit 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

NUMBER  OF  ORGANS  OR  PARTS  REJECTED 
AS  UNFIT— ALL  DISEASES* 

Heads 

3 

— 

— 

— 

4,944 

Lungs  (whole  or  part)  . . 

23 

— 

1 

11 

26,383 

Hearts 

3 

— 

1 

3 

10,774 

Livers  (whole  or  part)  . . 

274 

— 

1 

72 

15,519 

Spleens  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diaphragms 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kidneys 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1,545 

Stomachs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mesenteries 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6,933 

Other  parts 

14  lbs. 

— 

— 

— 

2900  lbs. 

*  These  figures  do  not  include  instances  where  whole 

carcases  and  all  organs  were  rejected  as  unfit. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


Factories  now  on  register  number  122  plus  a  further  8  locations  at  which  building  works  are  in 
progress. 

As  all  the  factories  employ  mechanical  power,  inspection  under  this  Act  is  predominately  one 
for  the  H.M.  Inspectors.  Public  health-wise  the  district  council’s  responsibility  under  the  Act  is 
concerned  with  the  adequacy  of  sanitary  accommodation.  However,  other  Acts  apply  and  inspections 
have  been  carried  out  concerning  statutory  nuisances,  food  hygiene,  petroleum  storage  and  Clean  Air 
Act  requirements. 

Eighty-eight  outworkers  are  on  register,  the  majority  of  which  are  employed  in  the  making  of 
Christmas  decorative  articles  and  the  remainder  on  the  making  or  altering  of  wearing  apparel. 

No  information  has  come  to  hand  of  any  outwork  being  done  under  unsatisfactory  conditions. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

122 

70 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  premises) 

8 

5 

1 

— 

TOTAL  . 

130 

75 

6 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

No.  of  Cases  in 
which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . 

6 

4 

— 

— 

— 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

Four  manufacturies  are  classified  as  offensive  trades,  three  being  fellmongers  and  one  engaged 
predominately  with  the  conversion  of  animal  carcases  into  basic  products  viz.  fertilizers,  fats  and 
bone-meal  etc.  Offensive  trade  byelaws  were  adopted  in  1961  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
This  gives  a  measure  of  control  but  the  Public  Health  (Recurring  Nuisances)  Act,  1969  should  do  much 
to  prevent  nuisance  recurrence  where  offensive  odours  are  the  source  of  annoyance.  The  animal 
by-products  factory  has  worked  comparatively  nuisance  free  during  the  year  and  no  formal  action 
has  been  necessary. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1958 

No  person  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years  may  hold  a  slaughterman’s  licence,  and  new  appli- 
applicants  not  having  held  slaughtering  licences  are  restricted  for  a  period  of  six  months  during  which 
time  they  may  only  slaughter  animals  under  the  supervision  of  a  fully  licensed  slaughterman.  Two 
such  applicants  were  licensed  and  a  further  eighteen  men  hold  annual  licences  which  list  the  kinds  of 
animals  which  may  be  slaughtered  and  the  types  of  humane  instruments  which  may  be  used. 

No  contraventions  of  the  Act  have  been  noted. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

One  licence  is  in  force  permitting  the  keeping  of  a  pet  shop.  On  inspection  the  premises  have 
been  found  to  be  well  run  and  legislative  safe-guards  governing  the  hygiene  and  well  being  of  such 
pets  has  been  complied  with. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 

Seven  occupiers  of  boarding  establishments  hold  current  annual  licences.  All  the  premises 
have  been  visited  and  conditions  found  to  be  satisfactory  apart  from  a  few  minor  items  which  have 
been  rectified.  Conditions  attached  to  licences  achieve  a  good  standard  for  the  health,  safety  and 
welfare  of  the  animals.  When  considering  applications  for  new  establishments,  a  report  from  the 
Council’s  Consultant  Veterinary  Officer  is  called  for.  The  fire  prevention  officer  is  also  notified  of 
the  Council’s  proposal  to  licence. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT  1964 

The  number  of  scrap  metal  dealers  on  register  has  fallen  to  seventeen.  Five  registrants  are 
exempted  from  keeping  full  records  of  their  scrap  metal  transactions  since  they  are  itinerant  collectors 
of  scrap. 

The  police  authority  are  empowered  to  examine  records  so  kept  by  dealers. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  Home  Office  model  code  of  principles  of  construction  and  licensing  conditions,  is  applied 
where  necessary  to  all  petroleum  storage  installations  in  the  district.  In  keeping  with  the  code,  the 
Council  are  requesting  licensees  to  furnish  annual  test  certificates  relating  to  the  adequacy  of  electrical 
installations  at  petroleum  storage  locations. 

All  newly  constructed  underground  storage  tanks  and  pipelines  are  air  pressure  tested  and  ap¬ 
proved  before  licensing. 

Existing  installations  are  tested  periodically  by  means  of  nitrogen  gas  pressure  at  10  lbs.  per  square 

inch. 

Fifteen  tanks  at  new  installations  have  been  pressure  tested  and  approved.  Works  in  connexion 


with  existing  installations  are  as  follows : — 

No.  of  installations  involved  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  •  •  61 

No.  of  tanks  pressure  tested  using  nitrogen  gas  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

No.  of  tanks  failing  test  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  4 

No.  of  pipeline  failures  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  1 

No.  of  contraventions  of  licence  conditions 

Defective  electrical  apparatus  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  NIL 

Absence  of  warning  notices  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  •  •  18 

Inadequate  fire  fighting  facilities  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  • .  •  •  5 

Other  contraventions  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •  10 
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